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FIRE STANDARDS
ESSENTIAL FIRE SAFETY MEASURES

This may vary depending on the building type but may include:

· Exits, exit signs and lighting

· Provision of fire doors, fire extinguishers, fire blanket, fire hose reels and fire hydrant etc in accessible locations

· Fire alarms and/or smoke detectors

· Maintenance procedures and records of same
· Evacuation plans 
· Emergency procedure training

· Fire stairs

· Emergency vehicle access

· Hot work procedures
FIRE PROTECTION

Fire fighting equipment should be provided in all buildings.  The size, type and quantity is dependent on the size and class of the building and activities undertaken.  At a minimum, an extinguisher should be available on each floor of a building and a person should not have to travel more than 3-5 metres or through more than one room to reach an extinguisher.  Extinguishers should generally be suspended from a wall and the location sign-posted except in 1a buildings.  Fire blankets are also recommended in the kitchen where there is the risk of hot fat fires etc.
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E PULL THE PIN - Break seal and test extinguisher.
m AIM AT BASE OF FIRE - Ensure you have a means of escape.
E 'SQUEEZE THE OPERATING HANDLE - To operate extinguisher and discharge the agent

E SWEEP FROM SIDE TO SIDE — Completely extinguish the fre.




EMERGENCY PLANS

Includes evaluation plans as well as plans for dealing with other emergencies such as medical, lockdown, flood (if relevant), bomb threat, absconding etc.

Evacuation plans must be displayed and should include location of fire extinguisher, first aid, chemical storage and power box.
SMOKE ALARMS

· Smoke alarms are required for any shared accommodation (residential) buildings 

· Smoke Alarm should comply with Australian Standard (AS) 3786-1993 (noted on packaging) and should be hardwired or powered by a non-removable 10 year life battery that is permanently connected.
· In class 1b and 3 buildings, smoke alarms should be located:

· in each bedroom and each sole occupancy unit and,

· in any storey containing bedrooms smoke alarms must be located in every corridor or hallway between the part containing the bedrooms and,

· on storeys not containing bedrooms smoke alarms should be located in the path of travel likely to be used in an evacuation and,
· if the building is not sprinkler protected smoke alarms must also be installed in each habitable room within the building e.g. dining room.

· Smoke alarms should be tested at least every 6 months.

· In class 1(a), class 2 or class 4 buildings there must be at least a battery operated smoke alarm installed on every floor of the building.

ANNUAL FIRE SAFETY STATEMENT
· Council should provide a building owner a Fire Safety Schedule of Essential Fire Safety Measures required.

· An annual fire safety statement is a statement issued by or on behalf of the owner of a building.  The statement details that each essential fire safety measure specified in the statement has been assessed by a properly qualified person and was found when it was assessed to be capable of performing.  It demonstrates that the building was inspected by a qualified person and found to meet requirements under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2000.

· Building owners are required under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2000 to forward a copy of the Annual Fire Safety Statement and a copy of the current fire safety schedule to council and NSW Fire and Rescue and to prominently display a copy of the Statement and Schedule in the building.
ASSISTANCE
Your local fire brigade can advise on equipment required.  It is good practice to let the local fire and ambulance services know about any mobility or behaviour issues within your premises so they are prepared if called for an emergency.  Police can also provide advice regarding general security.
Definition of relevant Building classes (Building Code of Australia)
Class 1(a)
-
a single dwelling or attached dwelling (e.g. a terrace, duplex, etc) 



where each dwelling is separated by a fire wall.

Class 1(b)
-
one or more buildings that constitute a boarding house, guest house, 


hostel of small scale (i.e. not exceeding 12 persons or 300m2 in floor 


area)
Class 2
-
a building containing 2 or more dwelling units (e.g. flats, apartments)

Class 3
- 
a residential building for a number of persons such as a large scale 


boarding house, guest house, hostel, the residential part of a hotel, 


motel, school, etc. or accommodation for the aged, children or people 


with disabilities, residential part of a health-care building or detention 


centre.
Class 4
-
a dwelling unit that is a part of a commercial building (e.g. 




caretakers/manager’s flat)
Class 9
-
buildings of a public nature with 9(a) representing health-care 



buildings, 9(b) representing assembly or workshop buildings, and 9(c) 


aged care buildings.
Source – Australian Standards and Fire Protection Australia


[image: image2.jpg]