Vehicle Manual Handling Equipment
After reviewing the Independent Living Association product catalogue I have come up with a couple of possibilities.

1. Thought I would mention this though not related to loading of wheelchairs but I have used one and found it worked really well though you would want to keep it away from clients with challenging behaviours.  It is called a handybar and is described as a portable handled featuring a curved steel “nose” and a red slip resistant handled.  The steel section "locks' into the "U" shaped door striker plate on a vehicles to provide a support handle to assist with getting out of the vehicle. A seatbelt cutter is also incorporated in the handle. The pointed end of the steel nose can be used as an emergency side window breaker
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 Approx: $80
2. Again not related to wheelchairs but transport related.  Called the Gliderite Access Step.  A lightweight aluminium and galvanised steel power step which attaches to the underneath of a vehicle to reduce the height of entry into the vehicle. The step is available in semi automatic, electric or air operations.
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 Approx: $1200

3. Razorback seat lift.  This hydraulically operated SeatLift enables the passenger seat in most 'people mover' type vehicles to slide completely out of the van and lower down to pavement level. The mechanism attaches under the existing or retro fitted car seat. The height adjustment and movement in and out of the vehicle is powered using a push button remote control. The seat manually swivels ninety degrees. A pull out footrest is situated under the seat.  Approx cost $9990.
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4. Birt Wheelchair carrier. A wheelchair carrier which carries a folded manual wheelchair at the rear of a vehicle. The base tilts so wheelchair can be lifted or pushed on at ground level. Two models for transit and large rear wheels. The transit model has a rectangular wire mesh base with raised sides.
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 Approx $310

5. Electric boot hoists – This battery powered hoist is mounted in the boot or tailgate of a car and lifts the Rascal scooter and powered wheelchairs (or other types if adapted) into the boot. A winch type motor raises and lowers the boom and is powered by either the car or scooter battery. A hand held control mounted on a long cord operates the winch. Available in three models: Folding, Take-A-Part (non folding) or Towbar mounted.  
Suitable for most vehicles - vans, station wagons (not Volvo), sedans (not some Hondas) and hatchbacks.
. Lifts the scooter into the boot with little effort.
. User must be able to stand and keep balance while working the lift.
. The opening of the boot needs to be assessed to ensure that there is
sufficient space to accommodate both scooter base and lift base.
. Boom base takes up little space in the boot. Scooter and hoist take up most of the boot.
. Take-A-Part model has to be assembled and dismantled for each lift. 
. The Boot Hoist can be transferred between vehicles.
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 Approx $1500
6. Wheelchair boot slider - The Wheelchair Boot Slider is designed to make is easier for people to slide a wheelchair into the boot of a car. It consists of a padded Boot Blanket, a nylon slider with a platform and a ground protector. The Slider is able to fit in any vehicle boot with remaining space inside to fit extra bags etc.  This product is made up of nylon, webbing, Velcro, slip resistant miracle grip and plastic sheeting:

There are three pieces of equipment that make this work:

1) A special Boot Blanket that has a padded section to protect the rear of the car. A slip resistant section on this prevents the Slider from slipping when the wheelchair is being lifted into the boot. There is also a thinner section to go inside the boot to give a slippery surface for the wheelchair to slide on when putting it into or taking it out of the car.

2) A Slider. This has a nylon cover with a platform to wheel the folded wheelchair onto, and a front cover to hold the wheelchair in position.

3) A Ground Protector. This is placed on the ground to protect the platform material on the Slider, from getting wet, dirty or deteriorating on rough tarmac or other road surfaces. This has a webbing strap attaching it to the Boot Blanket, so it is not left behind when driving off.
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  Approx $285.
For more information on these or other items go to the Independent Living Centre NSW website at Independent Living Centres Australia Inc .

The ILC includes a buyers guide for loading a wheelchair/scooter into a vehicle which is also be useful to read as it gives precautions etc to consider if choosing a ramp etc.
